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The Depoſition of Mr, William Carſtares , when he was Examinedber 

| fore the Lords of Secret Committee, given in by kim, and renewed up- 

on Maths, upon the 22, of December 1684, in preſence of the Lora 

of His Maje#ties Privy Council. | PHE 
Edinburgh-Caſtle, September 8. 1684. 

R. William Carſtares beingExamin'd upon Oath, conform to 

the Condeſcention given 1n by him , and on. the Terms 
- therein-mention'd 3 Depons , That aboat November or 
December 1682» James Stuxrt , Brother to the Laird of 
"Cultneſs ,- wrot a Letter to Him from Hilland, importing, that 1f 

any confiderable ſum of Money could be procur'd from England, 

"that ſomething of '1mportance niight be done in Scotland: The 

which Letter, the Deponent had an inclination to inform Shepard in 

Abb-Charch-iane , Merchant in London of 3 -but before he would 

do it, he wrot to Mr, Start above-nanvd, to know from him 

If he might do it 5 and Mr, 'Stzart having conſented, he Commu 

nicatthe ſaid Letter to Mr. Shepard, who told the Deponent that 

; he would Communicat the Contents of it to, ſome perſons in Eng- 

land ; but did at that time name no body, as the D-ponentthinks : 

Some time thereafter, Mr. Shepard told the Deponent, that he had 

G Communicat the Contents of the Letter above-named, to Collonel 

Oo Sidney 3 and that Collonel Dazvers was preſent, and told the De- 

ponent , that Collonel Sidney was averſe from imploying the late 
Earl of Argile, or meddling with him , judging, lim a man too 

. much affeded to the Royal Family , and incligd to the preſent 
Church-Government 3 yet Mr. Shepard being put, upon it by the 
Langid .Deponent, ill urg'd, that one might beſſent to the Earl of Irile 
but as Mr. Shepard told him, he. was ſuſpe&ed upon the account of 

G _ tis urging ſo much; yet aftetwards he preſþd, withaut the Depo. 
| nents knowledge, that the Deponent being to go to Holland how- 
iy ever , might have ſome Commiſſion to the Earl of Argiſe , which 
he having inform'd the Deponent of, the Deponent told him, that 
he himſelf would not be concern'd, but if they would ſend anos, 
ther, he would introduce him 3 but nothing of this was done - 
upon which the Deponent went over , without any Commiſſion 
from ary body, to Holland, never meeting with James Stuart 
" above-named : He was introduced to the Earl of Argile, with whom 
a he had never before converſ'd ; and did there Diſcourfe what had 

| | paſt betwixt Mr. Shepard and him and particularly, about remit- 
ting of Money to the (aid Earl from Ergland ; of which, the ſaid 
- Mr. Stuart had written to the Deponent, namely of 30000 pounds 
Sterling; and of the raifing of 1000 Horſe and Dragoons 3 and 
the ſecuring the Caſtle of Edinburgh, as a matter of the greateſt 
importance-; * The method of doivg this was propoſ'd by theDe- 
ponent, to be one Hour, or thereby , after the relieving of the 

| | Guards': But the Farl did not reliſh this propoſition, as dange- 
' Tous; and: that the Caſtles would fall of conſequence, after .the 
' work abroad was done, . James Stuart was of the Deponents Opi- 
* Hion, for ſeizing the Caſtle; becauſe it would ſecure Edinburgh 
| the Magazines and Arms, as to' the 1000 Horſe and Dragoons. My 
Lord Argzle was of Opinion, that without them nothing was to be 
' done; and that if that number were raifd in England to the fajd 
- Earl, he would come in to Scotland with themz and that there 
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The Depoſition of Mr, William Carſtares , when he was Examined ber 
fore the Lords of Secret Committee, given in by kim, and renewed up” 
on {)ath;, upon the 22,, of December 1684, in preſence of the Lords 
of His Majeities Privy Conncll. | | | 
Edinburgh-Caſtle, September 8. 1684. 
R. William Carſtares beingExamin'd upon Oath, conform to 
the Condeſcention given in by him , and on the Terms 
therein-mention'd ; Depons , That aboat November or 
December 1682« James Stuart , Brother to the Laird of 
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*Cultneſs , wrot a Letter to him from Aulland,” importing, that 1f 


any confiderable ſum of Money could be procur'd from England, 


"that ſomething of importance niight be done in Scotland : The 


which Letter, the Deponent had an inclination to inform Shepard m 
Abb-Charch-iave , Merchant in London of 3 but before he would 
do it , he wrot to Mr. Stwart above-nanvd, to know from him 
if he might do it 3 and Mr, Stzart having conſented , he Commue« 
nicat the ſaid Letter to Mr. Shepard, who told the Deponent that 
he would Communicat the Contents of it to, ſome perſons in Exg- 
land ; but did at that time name no body, as the D-ponentthinks : 
Some time thereafter, Vr. Sh:pard told the Deponent, that he had 
Communicat the Contents of the Letter above-named, to Collonel 
Sidney 3 and that Collonel Daxwvers was preſent, and told the De- 
ponent , that Collonel Sidney was averſe from imploying the late 
Earl of Argile, or meddling with him , judging lum a man too 
much affe&ed to the Royal Family , and inclin'd to the preſent 
Chutch-Government 3 yet Mr. Sh:pard being put, upon it by the 


\ Deponent, till urg'd, that one might besſent to the Earl of Argiles 


but as Mr. Shepard told him, he. was ſuſpe&ed upon the account of 
his urging ſo much ; yet afterwards he preſþd, without the Depo. 
nents knowledge, that the Deponent being to go to Holland hows 
ever , might have ſome Commiſſion to the Earl of Argile , which 
he having inform'd the Deponent of, the Deponent told him, that 


he himſelf would not be concern'd, but if they would ſend an6=. 


ther, he would introduce him 3 but nothing of this was done - 
upon which the Deponent went over , without any Commiſſion 
from ary body, to Holland, never meeting with James Stuart 
above-named : He was introduced to the Earl of Argile, with whom 
he had never before converſd ; and did there Diſcourſe what had 
paſt betwixt Mr. Shepard and himz and particularly, about remit. 
ting of Money to the (aid Earl from Exgland ; of which, the ſaid 


- Mr. Stwart had written to the Deponent, namely of 30000 pounds 


Sterling; and of the raifing of 1000 Horſe and Dragoons 3 and 
the ſecuring the Caſtle of Fdinburgh , as a matter of the greateſt 
importance.; | The method of doing this was propofd by the De- 


ponent, to be one Hour, or thereby , after the relieving of the 


Guards': But the Earl d1d not reliſh this propoſition, as dange- 
rousz and: that the Caſtles would fall of conſequence, after .the 
work abroad was done, . James Stuart was of the Deponents Opi- 


* nion, for ſeizing the Caſtle; becauſe it would ſecure Edinburgh ; 


the Magazines and Arms, as to the 1000 Horſe and Dragoons. My 
Lord Argile was of Opinion, that without them nothing was to be 


| done; and that if that number were raid in England to the fajd 


Earl, he would come in to Scotland with them; and that there 


| | - _ being ſo few Horſe and Dragoons to meet them, he judg'd he might 


| get the Countrey without trouble, having ſuch a ſtanding Bod 
for their Friends to Rendezvouze to; and the ſaid Earl faid he 
could ſhow the Deponent the convemient places for Landing , if he 
underſtood ;* and as the Deponent remembers, where the Ships 
| | could attend. The Deponent remembers not the names of the 
places, The Deponent ſpoke to the Lord Stairs, but cannot be 
poſitive that he nam'd the Afﬀair to him, but found him ſhy : but 
the Earl of Argile told. him, he thought Stairs might be gain'd to 
them: And that the Earl of Lowdoun being a man of good Reafon and 
"'Y difoblig:d, would have great influence upon the Countrey, and re- 
SE: commended the Deponent to Major Holms,with whom the Deponent 
E | had ſome acquaintance before, and had brought over a Let- 
_* _ ter from him to the Earl of Argile 3; but the Deponent 
had not then communicate any thing to the ſaid Holm, | James 
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Stuart laid down a way of correſpondence by. Cyphers and {alle 
3 Names, and fent them over to Zolms, and the Deponent, for their 
Þ | | uſe ( which Cyphers and Names, arc now in the hands of His 
f Majeſty's Officers, as the Deponent ſuppoſes, ) and did delire the 
Deponent earneſtly to propoſe the 3oooo. pound Sterling above- 
Named to the Party in Ezgland, and did not propoſe any leſs; for 
| as the Earl told the Deponent, he had particularly calculate the 
| — -Expence for Arms, Ammunition, &c, But James Stuart ſaid, that 
* if ſome leſs could be had, the Earl would content himſelf, if better 
might not be, but the Earl always faid -that there was nothing to 
be done without the body of Horſe and Dragoons above-men- 
tioned. During the time of the Deponent his abode in Holand, 
tho he had (eyaral Letters from Shepard, yet there. wag,noGtisfackory.... 
account, till fome time after the Deponent parted from the Earl of 
Argyle, and was making for a Ship at. Rotterdam to tranſport: him-- 
ſelf to Englayd, James Stwart wrot to him that there was hapes of 
the Money. The next day after the Deponent came to: England, 
he met with Sir John Cockyan, who with Commiſſar Monro, and 
- Terviſmood, was at Londoſþbetore he came: over 3 and depons, that 
- he knows not. the account of their coming, more. then for: the 
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ſpeak 

h y wee done {peaking ) de- 

_. "Bifal'bo ſpeak to uf, which the Lord Ruſel.did, .aod 
Vn ate Propofitioh for 0000, pound Slex- 
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he the Lord Ruſſel told the 


RY 
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This Mr. Ferguſon had m Ofober or November before,as the Deponent 
remembersin a Converſation with the Deponent in Cheap-ſiae, or the 
Street ſomewhere thereabout, ſaid, that for the ſaving of innocent 
Blood, it would be neceſlary to cut off a few, infinuating the King 
and Duke, but cannot be poſitive whether he named them or nor, 
to which the Deponcnt faid, that's work for our wild People in 
Scatlind, my Conſcience does not ſerve me for ſuch things ; after 
which the Deponent had neverany particular difcourſe with Ferguſon 
as to that matter 3 but as to the other Aﬀair, Ferenſon told the 
Dcponent that he was doing what he could to get it eftetuate, as 
particularly that he ſpoke to one Major Wildman who is not of the 
Deponent his acquaintance, Fergrſop blamed always $:dney, as 
driving deſigns of his own. The Deponent met twice or thfice 
with the Lord Mclvil, Sir John Cochran, Jeroiſmoed , Conmiſlar 
Mono, the two Ceſsnocks, Montgorzery of Laveſhaw, and one Mr. 
Veaich, where they diſcourled of Money to be fent to Argyle, in 
order to the carrying on the Afﬀair, and tho he cannot be poſitive 
the Aﬀair was named, yet it was underſtood by himſelf, and as he 
conceives by all preſent, to be for riſing in Arms, for re&ifying 
the Government. Commiſſary Monro, Lord Melvil, and the two 
Ceſinocks were againit medling with the Engliſp,becauſe they judged. 


them men that would talk, and would not do, but were more ins 


clined to do ſomething by themſelves, it tt cotild be done. The 
Lord Melzil thought every thing hazardous, and therefore thcDepo- 
nent cannot fay he was poſitive in any thing, but was moſt inclined 
to have the Duke of Monmenth to head them in $cotlend, of which 
no particular method was laid down. Jerrifweod, the Deponent, 
and Mr, Yeatch, were for taking the Money at one of thefe Meet- 
ings. It was tefolved,: that Mr. Martin, late Clerk of the Jal- 
tice Court, ſhould be ſent to Scotland, to deſire their Friends to 
hinder the Countrie from Rifing, or taking taſh Refolutions upon 
the account of the Counci), till they ſhould fee how matters. went 
in England, The ſaid Martin did go at the Charges of the Gen- 
tlemen of the Meeting, and was direRed to the Laird of Polwart 
and Torwoodlie, who fent back word. that it would not be found 
ſo caly a matter to get the Gentrie of Segt/and to concur : But af- 
terwards ina Letter to Commiſſar Morro, Polwart wrot that the 
Countrey was readier to concur than they had tmagined, or fome- 

thing to that purpoſe. The Deponent, as above-iaid , havin 
brought over a Key from Holland, to ſerve himſelf and Major 
Holms : he remembers. not that ever he had ari exa& Copy of it, 
but that ſometimes the one, fometimes the other keeped it. and ſo 
it chanced'to be in his cuſtody when a Letter from the Earl of 
rgile came to Major Helms, intimating, that he would join with 
the Duke of Mormouth, and follow his Meaſures,or obey his Directi- 
ons; this Mr. Yeatch thought fit to communicate to the Duke of 
Monmouth, and for the Underſtanding of it was brought to the 
Depotient, and he gave the Key to'Mr. Yeatch, who as the Depo- 
nent was. informed, was to give it and the Letter to Mr. Fer#nſon, 
and He to ſhow it to the Duke of £Monmowth ; but what wis cone 
1n it the Deponent knows not, The Dcponent heard the Deſign of 
Killing the King and Duke, from Mr. Shepard, who told the De- 
ponent fome were full upon it, The Deponent heard that Aro: 
| Ag2 Smith 
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finuate once, that the Lords were-not- indlinet ro; thi t 
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Smith was ſent by thoſe in England to call Sir Fob» Cochran, ofi 

the account of Carolina, but that he docs not know Aron Smith, 

nor any more of that matter, not being concerned in it- Shepard 

named young Hamden frequently as concerned in theſe Matters, 
Signed at Edinbargh-Caſtle, the 8 of Seprember, 1684. and 
' renewed the 18 of the ſame Moneth. 


| William Carſtares. 
PERTH CANCELL. EP.D. 
._ Edinburgh Caſtle 18 Septembey 1684. 

AR. William Car flares keirg agam Examined , adheres to 
his former Depoſition, in all the parts of it, and De- 
pones. he knowes of no Correſpondence betwixt Scot- 

land and England , except by Martin before-named , for thoſe 

Gentlemen ro whom he was ſent, .. were Jett to follow their own 

Methods, Yeatch ſometimes as the Deponent remembers, - ſtayed 

ſometimes at Nicolſon, Stabler's Houſe, at Lordoxn-wall ; ſometimes 

with one Widow Hardcaſtle in More fielder, The Deponent did 

Communicate the Defign on foot to Doftor Owen, Mr.Griff 1, and 

Mr. Meed, at Stepney; who all concurred in the promornng of it, 
and were defirous it ſhould take cffe& 5 and to one Mr, Freth in 

the Temple, Councellor at Law, who ſaid that he would ſee what 

he could do in reference to the Money, but there having gone a 

Report, that there was no Money to be raiſed ; he did nothing in 

it, nor does the Deponent think him any more concerned in the 

Aﬀair. Nelthrop frequently ſpoke to the Deponent of the Muney 

to be ſent to Argile, whether it was got or not, but the Depo- 

nent uſed no freedom with him in the Aﬀair. Gooderovgh did in- 
| gy and 
that before they would ſee what they could do in the City: The 

Deponent faw Mr. Ferguſon, and Mr. Rumſay, lurking after the 

Plot broke out, before the Proclamation having gone to Ferguſon, 

in the back of Biſhop-gate-ſireet, at ſome new Building, whether he 

was direQed by Jerviſawood, who was defirous to know how things 
went,  R#mſey was not of the Deponent his acquaintance before, 


but they knew as little of the matter as the Deponent, This is 


what the Deponent remembers, and if any thing come to his Me- 
mory, he is to deliyer, it in betwixt and the firſt of Ofober; And 
this is the Truth, ashe Mall Anſwer to God. = | 

| be wk ranches William Carſtares, 
WY ST PERTH CANCELL, {.P. D, 
. At Edinburgh, the 22. of December, 1684, _. 
"Heſe fore-goitng four Papes, Subſcribed by Mr. William Car- 
+. ſtares Deponent, and by:the Lord Chancellor, were acknow- 
edged. on Oath by the faid Mr. William Caritares, to be bis true 


Py Willians CarF#ares. - 
IH PERTH CANCELLARIUS., 
George Mckenzie. Y ATHOL. 
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2dinbirgh, Printed by the Helr of Andrew Andr/on, Printer to Hs moſt Saered Majeſty, 1684; 


